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Task of the Church/Covenant Sign              Jose Francis Martinez                                                       Lecture 2
The Biblical Practice of Baptism
Introduction

1. In our previous lecture, we have considered the biblical view of baptism. Now we proceed to considered, the biblical practice of baptism.
2. And here, what I wish to do is to provide you with the biblical principles needful in the actual carrying out of the church’s task of baptizing those who have been made disciples of the Lord Jesus. IOW, what I wish to do here is to give you vital principles in the actual practice of believer’s baptism.
Trans:
And the first principle is this...
I. BAPTISM MUST BE PRACTICED WITH DISCERNMENT.

A.
The Principle – Supported: Lk 3:7-8 (READ) 

1. John did not baptize just anyone who came to him to be baptized. He refused to baptize those who showed no signs of being genuinely converted – those who had no fruits in keeping with repentance.

2. And so must we brethren. We have to practice baptism with discernment. We should not baptize just anyone who wants to be baptized but only those who show credible signs of being genuinely converted.

B. Objections – Answered:

1. “But there is no way to be absolutely sure that a person is genuinely converted or not?”

a. Yes. The case of Judas is a clear example. Even the disciples did not have an inkling that Judas was, in reality, a hypocrite – that he was not a true disciple. And even after Jesus indicated that Judas was the betrayer, they still did not think that it would be Judas! (John 13:21-30). 
b. However, it is one thing to have as our policy to baptize just anyone who wants to be baptized, but it is quite another to have it as our policy to baptize only those who show credible signs of being genuinely converted. And although our judgment is not infallible, we must baptized only those who show credible signs of being truly converted.

2. “But what about the 3,000 souls converted in the day of Pentecost? They were all converted and baptized that day (Act 2:41) Therefore, the Apostles could not have tried to discern whether those who professed faith were genuinely converted or not?” 

a. But we must understand the historical context of that incident indicated in the passage. After the crucifixion of Jesus, a Jew who would profess faith in Christ would automatically face severe opposition and persecution. You will be thrown out of the family, disinherited, lost your Job, and you will become an outcast of the Jewish society. And that’s the reason why the members of the church in Jerusalem who had property sold what they had as an emergency measure to provide for those who have lost everything because of their commitment to Christ. Therefore, to profess faith in Christ in that historical context is enough evidence that those people were really serious about Christianity.

b. The situation would be more of like a Moslem who is converted to Christianity. For that person to ask to be baptized is a strong indication that that person is genuinely converted.

c. But what about our historical context? It is not exactly the same. Therefore, we have to give it a little more time to test a person’s profession before we baptized.

C. The Principle – Expanded: But how are we to test a person’s profession?

1. Test whether a person has a true understanding of and faith in the gospel.

a. Rom 1:16-17 (READ) – The gospel is the power of God unto the salvation. Therefore, it would be impossible for anyone to be saved without a true understanding of the gospel. And what is the content of the gospel? The righteousness that God has provided sinners in the person of His Son, that righteousness that is received by faith and that which God bestows upon those who have faith. Now, test whether a person really understandings and believes this truth of the gospel.
b. Or looking at it from another perspective, consider 1Co 15:1-4 (READ). Here are the basic elements of the gospel that saves – the atoning death of Christ to pay of our sin’s wages, the physical resurrection of Christ from the grave. Now, test whether a person really understandings and believes these truths of the gospel.  
2. Test whether a person has experienced the life-changing power of the gospel.

a. 1Th 1:2-7, 9-10 (READ)

b. Bear knowledge of the gospel is not enough – there must be the experience of the life-changing power of the gospel. Has a person turned away from his/her idols, whatever those idols might be? Is he/she serving God in whatever calling he/she has been called?
Trans:
Now, that leads us to a second vital principle in the actual practice of baptism.
II. BAPTISM IMPLIES CHURCH’S COMMITMENT.

A. The Principle – Supported: 

1. The “Great Commission” - Mat 28:18-20 (READ) “them” those who have been made disciples

a. How are disciples made? By preaching the gospel – Act 14:21 “After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples…”

b. But what is to be done to those who have been made disciples? Two things according to the Lord Jesus in the great commission: “baptizing them… and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you”.

c. Observe that those who are made disciples are not just to be baptized, but they are also to be taught to observe (not just to know) all (not just some) that Christ has commanded His original disciples. So clearly implied in this is that those who do the baptizing have a duty to teach those who have been baptized and that those who are baptized have a duty to be taught by those who baptized. 

d. Therefore, the practice of baptism implies commitment to the church – it implies being under the oversight of the church.



2.
The church in Jerusalem – Acts 2:41-42 (READ)

a. It was not that these baptized disciples went off on their own after they were baptized. They were added to the church at Jerusalem and they continually devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

b. For what did the Lord Jesus say about disciples who have been baptized? They are to be taught all that He has commanded His original disciples.

3. And if we look at the whole of the NT witness, all baptized disciples are assumed to be members of particular local churches.

B. An Objection – Answered: “But what about the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8? He was baptized and the passage does not say anything about him becoming a member of the church?”

1. Exceptions are exceptions; they are not the rule! There were certain circumstances about the eunuch’s case that made it impossible for him to join a particular local church – for he had to go back to where he came from. However, that is the exception, and that is not the rule.

2. Moreover, let us not read into the text more than what the text really is saying. For we do not know what possible arrangement Philip and eunuch made before the eunuch was even baptized. One thing is clear from the Great Commission – that  baptism implies a further responsibility to teach the one baptized to observe all that Christ has commanded His original disciples. 
3. This is where “associate membership” can provide a practical solution to unusual cases. 
a.
If a person has become a true disciple but his circumstances demand that he must go to a place where there is no local church that he can in good conscience join, then one practical solution to that problem is to make him “an associate member” of the church.
b.
He is not a regular member because it is not in the vicinity where the local church is, but he can still be an associate member of a church. The church still has some responsibility to teach him to observe all that Christ has commanded His original disciples; while that disciple has still some accountability to the church. 
c.
And this practice is in recognition to the fact that there are unusual and exceptional cases like the Ethiopian eunuch and also the principles embodied in the Great Commission.
Trans:
Now, that leads us to a third vital principle is the actual practice of believer’s baptism.
III. BAPTISM IS TO BE ADMINISTERED TO ADULT BELIEVERS, NOT MINORS. 
A. The Principle – Explained: 

1. This is not to deny that genuine conversions cannot take place among minors. I firmly believe that there are. For several biblical considerations, however, baptism is to be administered to adult believers, not minors. 
B. Why? The Principle – Supported:   

1. First, whenever the Bible specifically mentions the age level of those baptized and added to the church, it speaks only of adult males and females.

a. There are passages where the age level of those baptized and added to the church is not specifically mentioned. For example Acts 2:41 simply states, “So then those who receive the word were baptized, and that day there were added about three thousand souls.” Since this passage, however, and others like it, do not mention age level, they are not relevant to issue we are now considering. 

b. Whenever the Bible, however, specifically mentions the age level of those baptized and added to the church, it mentions only of adult males and females.

1)
Act 5:11; 13-14 (READ). The Greek word translated “men” is not the general term for man “anthropos” which often has a broader meaning than male members of the human race, and can be used to signify the entire human race regardless of sex or age. However the Greek word “aner “ {an’-ayr} is more specific and it signifies a male as oppose to a female, and an adult man as oppose to a boy. Lexicon “an adult male person of marriageable age”. And the same is true here of the Greek word translated “women” – “gune” {goo-nay} which clearly signifies an adult female. Lexicon “an adult female person of marriageable age”. Notice that when maturity level is specifically mention, only adult males and adult females are mention. There is no mention here of minors being added to the church.
2)
Act 8:12 (READ).  The same Greek words are used here for men and women which specifically refer to adult males and adult females. Again, when maturity level is specifically stated, only adult males are adult females are said to be baptized. There is no mention here of minors being baptized.
3)
Act 8:3 (READ). The same Greek words are used here for men and women which specifically refer to adult males and adult females. And when the composition of the church is specifically stated in terms of maturity level, only adult males and adult females are mentioned. There is no mention of minors.
4)
Act 9:1-2 cf 22:4; Act 17:4; Acts 17:34
2. Secondly, other biblically sound and practical reasons point us to the appropriateness of adult baptism. 

a. Minors still cannot perform the adult duties of church’s membership – the choice of officers, matters of church’s discipline – acts that require the corporate exercise of the mind and will of the whole church. Minors still cannot make mature decisions concerning these issues. Therefore, baptism and church membership is only for adults. 
b. In addition, minors are still under so great an influence of their parents that it is often very hard to tell whether their professed faith in Christ is really their own or their parents’. John 9:20-23 (READ). A person ‘of age’ is one who can think, speak, and decide on his own. A person not ‘of age’ still cannot do that. 
c. Furthermore, minors are still so credulous that it would be difficult to determine whether their professed faith in Christ is really saving faith or whether it just a matter of credulity. You can even make a child “believe” in Santa Claus or almost anything. How can you tell whether a child’s faith is really saving faith or whether it is just a matter of credulity? 

d. Moreover, minors are still so changeable that it would be very difficult to tell whether professed faith in Christ is here now and will be gone tomorrow. 
e. In addition, those who subscribed to believer’s baptism for minors do not have a good biblical solution as to how to deal with those who will act contrary to their profession of faith when they reach adulthood. Ted Chrisman in his booklet “Forbid them Not” suggests that they should be removed from membership. But removing someone from the membership in the church is different from excommunicating them from the church and regarding them as apostates.
f. Besides, remember that if a true believer who is a minor dies before he is baptized, will still go to heaven. So why not wait until the child reach adulthood?
C. An Objection – Answered: “But if a child is a true Christian, then he ought to obey Christ’s command to be baptized and to join the church because that is what Christ commands us to do. It is just that simple.”
1.
I wish it were that simple but it is not at all that simple. For example in 1Co 7:9 Paul writes “But if they do not have self-control, let them marry; for it is better to marry than to burn.” Now that is a command from Christ. But what if you are talking to a minor who is struggling with lust at a very early age, are you going to let him marry even though you know he is still are incapable of assuming the demands and responsibilities of marriage? Is it all that simple? No. In fact, even an adult Christian struggling should not be encouraged to marry simply because he is struggling with lust, unless he is already in a sound position to marry. 
2.
So also in the case of baptism and church membership. Baptism and church membership involves adult demands and responsibilities that minors are still incapable and are not in the position to assume. Therefore, baptism and church membership are only for adults.
D.
A Question – Answered: “But at what age can a person be considered ‘of age’ - 20, 18, 16, 15, 14, 13”? 

1.
Age fixing is difficult because several factors would have to be considered. 

2.
To be of age one would have to have to pass the age of puberty, the body has matured. 
3.
And the essential consideration is whether the person can think, speak, and decide on his/her own. That this is the essential consideration. Some have this ability when they are 18, some 16, some 14. 

Trans:  That leads us to a fourth vital principle in the practice of baptism.

IV.
BAPTISM IS TO BE ADMINISTERED BY IMMERSION. 

A.
For this is what the word “baptize” signifies. 
1.
There are three basic Greek words for washing: bapti,zw to dip or immerse or submerge in water; and r-anti,zw or evkcew/ to sprinkle or pour. And to the Greek speaking people today baptizo, to baptize, has only one meaning and that is to immerse. This is why the Greek Orthodox Church practices immersion, even of their infants.
2.
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon says that the word means “to dip..., to immerse, to submerge.” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia: “It may be remarked that no Baptist has written a lexicon of the Greek language, and yet the standard lexicons, like that of Liddell and Scott, uniformly give the meaning of baptizō as “dip,” “immerse.” They do not give “pour” or “sprinkle,” nor has anyone ever adduced an instance where this verb means “pour” or “sprinkle.” The presumption is therefore in favor of “dip” in the New Testament.”
3.
But one would object, “But what about the language of 1Cor 10:1-2? Surely the one thing that did not happen was the immersion of the Israelites into the red sea?” This difficulty is quickly removed if we attempt to use the substitutes of the word baptized. For we to say that all were sprinkled or poured into Moses? And was the cloud and sea sprinkled or poured on the Israelites? No. The idea of being immerse into Moses is more fitting because the Israelites were identified and united with Moses in every possible way. And the idea of being immerse in the cloud and in the sea is more fitting because the Israelites were surrounded with the cloud and the sea as they passed through it. 
B.
In addition to what the word “baptize” signifies, the language used in connection with baptism signifies immersion.

1.
This is true of the baptism of John – Jn 3:23 (READ). Note that the reason why John was baptizing in Aenon near Salim was because there was much water there. Why would John have to be in a place where there was plenty of water in order to baptize if all you need is a little to sprinkle it on people’s head? 
2.
This is true of the baptism of Jesus – Mk 1:9 (READ). Why did Jesus have to step into the water and wet himself if all was needed was for John to sprinkle water on Jesus’ head? The implication of the passage is that John immerse people into the water.

3.
This is true of the baptism of the Eunuch – Acts 8:36-38 (READ). Why did the Eunuch thought it was necessary to have some pool of water in order for him to be baptized when they must have a jug o water for them to drink? Moreover, the passage clearly specifies that both the eunuch and the Philip went down into the water. Why did they have to do that if baptism meant just sprinkling a little water on the head of someone? This passage clearly implies that to baptize means to immerse or submerge in water.
C.
Furthermore, the symbolism which baptism was meant to signify is best conveyed by immersion.
1.
For what does this ordinance signify? First, that the person has been washed of his sin, and is, therefore, no longer to be considered unclean. Immersing the person into water best conveys the thoroughness of this cleansing rather than the mere sprinkling of a little water on the head.

2.
In addition to this, baptism also signifies union with Christ in His death and resurrection, effecting a believer’s death into sin and resurrection to newness of life. Rom 6 :1-4 (READ). This passage speaks of Spirit-baptism that is signified by water-baptism. Immersion alone sets forth this death to sin and this resurrection into newness of life.
3.
Departing, therefore, from the biblical mode of immersion is to obscure the significance it was meant to convey.

Conclusion

1.
So here again are importance principles in the practice of baptism: 1) Baptism must be practiced with discernment 2) Baptism implies church’s commitment 3) Baptism is to be administered to adult believers, not minors 4) Baptism is to be administered by immersion.
2.
And I urged you my brethren to abide by this vital biblical principles. 
